19991228.ba v02_n762.bam.991228

>From ???@??? Tue Dec 28 03:25:45 1999
Message-Id: <199912280615.dBS6FR020801@sco.theporch.com>
Date: Tue, 28 Dec 1999 00:14:53 CST
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2762

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 2762

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: Best Doomsday Y2K hamrig?
	by MODSTEPH@ACS.EKU.EDU
  2) Re: Best Doomsday Y2K hamrig?
	by JACK Iverson <jackiv@juno.com>
  3) Re: Best Doomsday Y2K hamrig?
	by "Mike Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com>
  4) Trans-Pro Labs anyone?
	by "Pete Ferrand" <pete@vermontel.net>
  5) USING SONY MIC'S ETC.
	by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING)
  6) RELAY MOD IN COLLINS 516F-2 PS
	by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING)
  7) 194X HANDBOOK
	by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING)
  8) History of W3CRA
	by knepper <knepper@lenzlink.net>
  9) Re: History of W3CRA
	by w8au@sssnet.com
 10) Tube Schematic Program?
	by "Roger A. McCarty" <rmccarty@earthlink.net>
 11) Hallicrafters Parts Unit Needed
	by "ROBERT F. KEMP" <rkemp@mr.net>
 12) Re: Tube Schematic Program?
	by "tfrobase" <tfrobase@ghg.net>
 13) Re: History of W3CRA
	by thompson@mindspring.com
 14) Re: Tube Schematic Program?
	by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 15) missing a few pages?
	by brian.harris_2@philips.com
 16) Tube & Tube Tester Recommendations?
	by "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net>
 17) Re: missing a few pages?
	by johnmb@mindspring.com
 18) Re: Tube & Tube Tester Recommendations?
	by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 19) SAQ on 17.2KHz New Year's Day
	by Al Klase <skywaves@bw.webex.net>
 20) California Kilowatt
	by W0EOM@aol.com
 21) Recent Fair Radio Trip
	by William Donzelli <aw288@osfn.org>
 22) Re: SAQ on 17.2KHz New Year's Day
	by "Ed Zeranski" <ezeran@concentric.net>
 23) Distortion Analyzer
	by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 10:58:34 -0500 (EST)
From: MODSTEPH@ACS.EKU.EDU
Subject: Re: Best Doomsday Y2K hamrig?
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <01JJYDU0PDWY0000V8@ACS.EKU.EDU>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

Marty starts something again...

     Prior to Y2K, during my Air Force days in SAC, being
aware of the (then classified) EMP problem (electro-magnetic
pulse) from possible attack/high altitude nuclear bursts,
much was made of wiping out computer memories, smoking
all solid state stuff.  Imagine my (somewhat smug) satisfaction
as I looked at my Harvey-Wells "Bandmaster Deluxe" and my
Viking II (now add the Viking I...  and any day now that
Signal Shifter), and realizing that maybe all that new stuff
would be smoked, but these would keep plugging along as long
as I allowed for putting power to them.

     For SS battery-operated receivers, don't overlook the
Realistic DX-150/DX-160 (or thereabouts) which were cheap,
actually worked pretty decently, and of course may be battery
operated.

     Well, running Straight Key Night should keep us all in touch
with it all as it happens....  guess we can listen as the Zero
Hour moves from time zone to time zone... do the 1's, 2's, 3's 
and some 4's drop out first; then the 9's, 0's, rest of the 4's,
some 5's, etc....  So we should be the first to know.

     Best of holidays and New Year anyway!

     73,  Al  N5AIT

------------------------------
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 10:17:42 -0600
Subject: Re: Best Doomsday Y2K hamrig?
Message-ID: <19991226.102756.-294427.11.jackiv@juno.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
From: JACK Iverson <jackiv@juno.com>

RE the Millen power unit-you will have to explain what a Willys Knight
Sleeve valve engine is (not to me though) There is a picture of it in a
QST? as part of the Millen story i belive. correct me ??    HAPPY NEW
YEAR TO ALL                 old jack
Jack Iverson    K0EWU    jackiv@juno.com
ARRL,  IEEE LM,  RCA, AMI, ARCI, QCWA,CCA,OOTC.

------------------------------
Message-ID: <002101bf4fbf$80ce1300$e507bfd1@MikeBFeher>
From: "Mike Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Best Doomsday Y2K hamrig?
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 11:37:27 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Guess I better hurry and restore my Stancor 69. Always wanted to put it on
the air anyway. Now I have an incentive, HI. 73 - Mike



Mike B. Feher, N4FS
89 Arnold, Blvd.
Howell, NJ, 07731
732-901-9193

------------------------------
From: "Pete Ferrand" <pete@vermontel.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Trans-Pro Labs anyone?
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 16:09:31 -0500
Message-ID: <NDBBINAMKKBBCHMFOAJBMEMPDJAA.pete@vermontel.net>


Best wishes of the season....

I have a Trans-Pro Labs model tm-1 here that I'd like to get
going. Anyone have a schematic?

Someone's got into this and made some inexplicable mods, so I'll
be needing a diagram to figure out what is up.

Oh, what is this thing? I'll let you know when I see the diagram
:-), I'm assuming it's a keying monitor, solid state but assuredly
designed to interface with boatanchors.

Thanks for any help.

-Pete
WB2QLL
Plainfield, NH


------------------------------
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 18:18:59 -0500 (EST)
Subject: USING SONY MIC'S ETC.
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING)
Message-ID:  <9912261818.aa21635@pcusa01.ecunet.org>

To: boatanchors@theporch.com

According to TenTec, who make an external *RF*-type processor (RF clipper)
for SSB use (I have one), for best results you must start, i.e.
pre-clipping, with a mic having a very flat response.  They use an electret
which meets that requirement.

Now what they do *after* clipping I don't know (am not home now so can't
look at schematic), but suspect not much.

This unit gives my particular voice (ur mileage may vary) very nice reports
on Hammar HX-50 & Drake T-4B SSB.

In contrast, when using AF clipping, the trick is use a rising with
frequency response pre-clipping so the low freqs don't overwhelm the whole
clipped signal with their post-clipping harmonics.  They could cover up the
high freq components needed for intelligibility with grunge.

I've noticed that the Heil elements do generally sound very punchy &
intelligible on SSB.  His suggested freq response characteristics (500
to 3800 Hz, 10 dB rise at 2000 Hz) are interesting.

This is of course all moot when discussing AM apps!  No clipping, no
compression, no EQ, no nuthin', just a straight wire with gain (that would
be the antenna).

 -John Sehring (Sun, Dec 26, 1999  temp. at Zion IL) UCC WB0EQ

------------------------------
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 18:18:59 -0500 (EST)
Subject: RELAY MOD IN COLLINS 516F-2 PS
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING)
Message-ID:  <9912261818.aa21627@pcusa01.ecunet.org>

Easier way (than a relay) to avoid switching current inrush in 32S-* power
switch is to switch all using a power strip.  Yes, the inrush current still
runs thru 32S power switch but *not* while it is being switched so no
sparks occur at 32S's switch itself.

 -John Sehring (Fri, Dec 24, 1999  temp. at Zion IL) UCC WB0EQ

------------------------------
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 18:18:59 -0500 (EST)
Subject: 194X HANDBOOK
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING)
Message-ID:  <9912261818.aa21632@pcusa01.ecunet.org>

To: boatanchors@theporch.com

My 1946 Handbook had a postcard (now lost) that told the owner of several
pieces of BA radios to pick them up at a specific place.  They had been
given (?  confiscated?) during WWII.

I hope he found them in good shape.  No idea who/where/how this kind of
stuff was used then.  If voluntary, that's partiotism!

 -John Sehring (Sat, Dec 25, 1999  temp. at Zion IL) UCC WB0EQ

------------------------------
Message-ID: <3866A721.FD6F6905@lenzlink.net>
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 18:39:13 -0500
From: knepper <knepper@lenzlink.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: History of W3CRA
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The new Collins Radio Association was fortunate some months ago to
receive the vanity call, W3CRA.  I have been told that the gentleman who
originally owned this call was a famous DXer.  I believe that he lived
in southwestern Pennsylvania.  Was he the recepient of DXCC #1, I am
told my friend, Brian, K3USC.   Any background on this call and owner
would be most appreciated.

Also don't forget to check out our websites, especially, the Collins
links.  The latest link is the one of W5AM - just a terrific site for
Collins owners.

Thank you.

 David Knepper, W3ST
Publisher of the Collins Journal
the official publication of the Collins Radio Association
website:  http://www.pixi.com/~jenkins/collins/

------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.19991226205825.00974b10@mail.sssnet.com>
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 20:58:58 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: w8au@sssnet.com
Subject: Re: History of W3CRA
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

Dave:

W3CRA, (post-war) was originally W8CRA when he was one of the original 5 
members of DXCC in December, 1937.  His total at that time was 112, which 
placed him at the top of the original listing.

His name was Frank Lucas, and he lived in Cannonsburg, PA.  WPA was W8 
pre-war, and W3 post-war.

He was quite famous, and was featured in ads sponsored by EIMAC tubes.  In 
the ad on page 51 of Sept, 1940 QST, his home brew rig featured a pair of 
250T's and his RX was homebrew.    No Collins connection at this time.

He is deceased, and with further research this date could be determined, 
but I don't have it handy.  I remember hearing his W3 call back in the 
fifties...

Congrats on the CRA call, and providing a memorial for both Frank and 
Collins....

73,

Perry w8au




At 06:39 PM 12/26/99 -0500, you wrote:
>The new Collins Radio Association was fortunate some months ago to
>receive the vanity call, W3CRA.  I have been told that the gentleman who
>originally owned this call was a famous DXer.  I believe that he lived
>in southwestern Pennsylvania.  Was he the recepient of DXCC #1, I am
>told my friend, Brian, K3USC.   Any background on this call and owner
>would be most appreciated.
>
>Also don't forget to check out our websites, especially, the Collins
>links.  The latest link is the one of W5AM - just a terrific site for
>Collins owners.
>
>Thank you.
>
>  David Knepper, W3ST
>Publisher of the Collins Journal
>the official publication of the Collins Radio Association
>website:  http://www.pixi.com/~jenkins/collins/

------------------------------
Message-ID: <004e01bf502c$316a5ae0$f820fea9@accuratemain>
From: "Roger A. McCarty" <rmccarty@earthlink.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Tube Schematic Program?
Date: Sun, 26 Dec 1999 21:35:30 -0800
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi All,

Does anyone know of a simple schematic (non-design) program that includes
tube symbols, available on the net?

Thanks in advance

Roger
KD6CC

------------------------------
Message-ID: <38685EE1.4CC3@mr.net>
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 22:55:29 -0800
From: "ROBERT F. KEMP" <rkemp@mr.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Hallicrafters Parts Unit Needed
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I'm in need of a parts unit for my Hallicrafters SR-500.
Could use anyone of the following units (mainly for knobs and switches,
etc.)
SX-117
SR150
SR160
SR-400
SR-500
HT-44

Thanks.
Bob

------------------------------
Message-ID: <000d01bf508a$fdd273c0$0401010a@kitparts.com>
From: "tfrobase" <tfrobase@ghg.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Tube Schematic Program?
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 10:54:06 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Not simple but fairly intuitive, http://www.cadsoft.de is a professional
schematic capture PCB layout package, there is a tube library on their web
site.  It is free, it limits the size of schematic to one page and the size
of the PCB to a couple of inches, the package is well worth the time to
download ... 73 tom .. N3LLL
----- Original Message -----
From: "Roger A. McCarty" <rmccarty@earthlink.net>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 26, 1999 11:35 PM
Subject: Tube Schematic Program?


> Hi All,
>
> Does anyone know of a simple schematic (non-design) program that includes
> tube symbols, available on the net?
>
> Thanks in advance
>
> Roger
> KD6CC

------------------------------
From: thompson@mindspring.com
Message-ID: <002301bf5091$dc707220$033156d1@default>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: History of W3CRA
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 12:43:17 -0500

Frank Lucas, W3CRA was a friend of Walter W3RIS and both were very active
AMers when I was first licensed in the 50's.

Frank was active into the 60's as he was on SSB with the S line.  His
antennas were moni banders, but his real secret
was his location which was an old Voice of America location..  Walter told
me the ground conductivity was near salt water
quality.   I remember world traveler Gus Browning W4BPD telling him that
from Tibet Frank was at least 2 s units louder
than anyone else.  I saw a picture of his shack and altho the amp was a
homebrew rack he had at least two S lines,
most of the waters accessories and a 75A4.  This was circa 1962.  Walter had
big antennas too (from Sunset, PA) but he said Frank
could blow away the world with a wet noodle.

Maybe someone at ARRL or perhaps senior DXers in WPA (maybe W3GH) haave
access to some pics.  Walter had several pics
of his shack and antennas and they were clearly copies.  Unfortunately
walter has been a silent key for 25 years.

73 Dave K4JRB

------------------------------
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 10:44:27 -0800
From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
Subject: Re: Tube Schematic Program?
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <0FNE00FPUXETZB@mta1.snfc21.pbi.net>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi Tom;

> Not simple but fairly intuitive, http://www.cadsoft.de is a professional
> schematic capture PCB layout package, there is a tube library .......

If the program is anything like the website it has to be good.  $200 for
the standard edition is CHEAP!  How does it compare to OrCAD or whatever
other "industry standard" programs?

It would be nice to adopt a freeware or shareware program for exchanging
home brew project files between BA list members.  How 'bout other parts of
the ham radio world?  Is there a commonly used program for electronics
hobbiests?  What do the toob audiophooles use?

Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net

------------------------------
From: brian.harris_2@philips.com
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: missing a few pages?
Message-ID: <0056910003044784000002L142*@MHS>
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 13:01:29 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1; name="MEMO 12/27/99 13:03:24"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
Content-Disposition: inline

Johnson Fans,

I recently received a copy of the assembly manual for a Johnson Mobile =
transmitter from a friend.  The last sheet in it was (I think) Page 48,=
 which is the tail end of the alignment instructions.  I suspect there =
are a few missing sheets that follow Page=20
48 and I would like to get copies of them.  Can anyone help me out?  Th=
anks in advance.

Brian Harris WA5UEK
3521 Teakwood Lane
Plano, Texas 75075
=

------------------------------
Message-ID: <01d701bf50b6$53ea57c0$0d1c3004@oemcomputer>
From: "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Tube & Tube Tester Recommendations?
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 17:04:18 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I am starting the process of going through my BA's.

I need your good counsel on tube substitutions and a decent
inexpensive and reliable tube tester.

A specific question: Are a pair of 6L6's a good swap for the 5881
modulator pair in the Elmac AF-67?

Here are the rigs and their tube lists.  Any good hollow state or SS 
subs jump out at anyone?

R-392
--------
6AJ5
12AU7
26A6
26A7/GT
26C6
26D6


Morrow pair
-----------------
6AQ5
6AL5
6BE6
6BJ6
6BZ6
6C4
6T8
12AT7
12AX7
 
Elmac AF-67
--------------------
 
6AK6
6AG5
6AQ5
6AU6
6BJ6
12AU7
5881
6146
OB2

Elmac PMR-6
---------------------
 
6AL5
6BA6
6BA7
6BE6
6BJ6
6BK5
6C4
12AT7
OB2

M-1070 PS
----------------
 
OB2

- Thanks! & 73, DavidC  K1YP

************************************************************************


__________________________________________
NetZero - Defenders of the Free World
Get your FREE Internet Access and Email at
http://www.netzero.net/download/index.html

------------------------------
From: johnmb@mindspring.com
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 18:02:57 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: missing a few pages?
Message-ID: <Springmail.105.946335777.0.30673100@springmail.com>

brian.harris_2@philips.com wrote:
> Johnson Fans,

Brian, I've got 'em all if you're still in need.
Im in denver for the time being, but will be backk
in NC Thursday. Lemme' know if you still need and will
zap you some copies
John



I recently received a copy of the assembly manual for a Johnson Mobile 
transmitter from a friend.  The last sheet in it was (I think) Page 
48, which is the tail end of the alignment instructions.  I suspect 
there are a few missing sheets that follow Page 
48 and I would like to get copies of them.  Can anyone help me out?  
Thanks in advance.

Brian Harris WA5UEK
3521 Teakwood Lane
Plano, Texas 7507

------------------------------
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 16:09:30 -0800
From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
Subject: Re: Tube & Tube Tester Recommendations?
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <0FNF00E69CHKFS@mta4.snfc21.pbi.net>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hello DavidC;

> A specific question: Are a pair of 6L6's a good swap for the 5881
> modulator pair in the Elmac AF-67?

5881's and 6L6GB's are same thing.  6L6GC's have a larger envelope and you
may need a shoe horn to get them into the AF-67.  Make sure you have a good
bias battery or bias supply mod.

> Here are the rigs and their tube lists.  Any good hollow state or SS 
> subs jump out at anyone?

What you need is a tube sub manual like Howard Sams' Tube Substitution
Handbook.  There are some tube sub listings on the Web, like Nostalgia
Air's <http://www.nostalgiaair.org/otcr.htm>.  Have fun.

Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net

------------------------------
Message-ID: <38681FAC.9689F54A@bw.webex.net>
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 21:25:48 -0500
From: Al Klase <skywaves@bw.webex.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: SAQ on 17.2KHz New Year's Day
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The last remaining 200KW Alexanderson alternator, at radio
station SAQ in Grimeton, Sweden will be on the air January
1st and 2nd to celebrate the station's 75th anniversary and
the beginning of the year 2000.  The CW transmissions are
scheduled for 1200 UTC on 1 Jan 2000 and 06:00 UTC on 2 Jan
2000.  The frequency will be 17.2KHz.

Radio Station Grimeton is being preserved as an historical
site, and is (very) occasionally put on the air to celebrate
special events.  See http://www.telemuseum.se/grimeton/ for
more information.

The last time I was aware of SAQ being on the air was May
28th, 1998.  That was pretty well into the Summer
electrical-storm season and I was just barely able to hear
them at my Western, NJ QTH using a 40" shielded loop, a
Watkins Johnson 357 receiver, and DSP software on the PC. 
No one else in the US reported hearing them.  This time we
get a shot at both a daytime and a nighttime path in the
dead of Winter.  It won't get any better than this, so
grease up the antennas and be ready to listen New Year's
morning.


73,
Al
-- 
Al Klase - N3FRQ
skywaves@bw.webex.net
Flemington, NJ 08822
Web Page:  http://www.webex.net/~skywaves/home.htm

------------------------------
From: W0EOM@aol.com
Message-ID: <0.ef22be52.2599832b@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 22:06:19 EST
Subject: California Kilowatt
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Today on my weekly surplus tour i saw some RF sputtering transmitters, 13 
mhz, made by Henry.  final is 10 kw, driver  800 watts and osc/amp about 100 
watts. no tubes.  these were 3 separate chassis,I think $200 or less ea. less 
tubes.  Henry was buying back some of the units.  also power supply, 3 phase.

don't call me , call RA Enterprises,  1-408-986-8286.  I am only an 
occasional custormer.

Will   Santa Clara, CA

------------------------------
Date: Mon, 27 Dec 1999 22:16:17 -0500 (EST)
From: William Donzelli <aw288@osfn.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Recent Fair Radio Trip
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91-FP.991227214458.27536C-100000@osfn.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

The holidays once again put me on the road back to Chicago, and of course 
I found myself in Lima, Ohio for a few hours.

Luckily I had two sweatshirts in the van, as I knew that back warehouse 
was going to be cold! Sure enough, it proved to be, and within a half 
hour I was just at the edge of being too cold, but all of the goodies 
urged me on.

Fair Radio looked to be a bit healthy, with some new stuff coming off a 
trailer that very day. Phil and the gang were running around, trying to 
make room for the pallets. The air quickly became tainted with the smell 
of their forklift's exhaust, but still the goodies urged me on.

The goodies, you say? This is what I got:

(1) NIB MT-23/A ATR rack - good for aircraft stuff.

(various) connectors - wow, they have lots of connectors. I _need_ to bring
a want list next time. I even found some of the goofy five pin IFF plugs.

(2 more) well used mounts - FT-305 and FT-335. These, along with the 
FT-301-A I got last time, haunt me. They look identical, are obviously 
Western Electric, and look like 1-1/2 ATR mounts with big rectangular 
connector in the back. Help? Anybody? Early aircraft radar?

(1) AS-65/APQ-2 - neat little jammer "whips". Pretty short (6 to 12 
inches), but brand new. They still have more.

(1) AT-42/APT - a much bigger blade antenna, also for a jammer, also new.

(1) BC-414 and (1) BC-432 - mixed amongst the BC-433s (the control box 
for the SCR-269 Direction Finder). Basically the same as the BC-433s, all 
made by Bendix, why the different numbers? 

And the find of the day:

(1) Hand crank generator for the TBO. This was mixed amongst their TBX 
hand crank generators (it looks just the same), but that magical tag says 
its from 1936.

I also found a bunch of stuff for someone else (he provided a want list). 
Basically, NIB RU-19 mounts, new FT-99 mounts (same thing, but aluminum 
for the BC-*-229), FT-161s, GP-6 loading coil. Fair Radio still has a good 
supply of all of these at very reasonable prices (and not in tha catalog).

Anyway, it was a pretty good (but cold and dirty) day. Next time I think 
I will concentrate on the connector piles, as I need so many of the darn 
things, and they have bushels of them!

William Donzelli
aw288@osfn.org
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-----Original Message-----
From: Al Klase <skywaves@bw.webex.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Date: Monday, December 27, 1999 6:29 PM
Subject: SAQ on 17.2KHz New Year's Day


>The last remaining 200KW Alexanderson alternator, at radio
>station SAQ in Grimeton, Sweden will be on the air January
>1st and 2nd to celebrate the station's 75th anniversary and
>the beginning of the year 2000.

    Will be trying to hear with three radios and antennas. 1: RAK with ~
1kft of wire,  2: RAK with 8 ft loop, 3: Palomar conv to tweaked R390A.
Its a long shot to the Borrego Desert  but worth a try...and if no RX..the
camp fire and beers will be OK.

------------------------------
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From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
Subject: Distortion Analyzer
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <0FNF008K5T9TD3@mta3.snfc21.pbi.net>
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Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Dry Dockers;

Christmas is the time to work on BA's at this shack.  And so I finished up
overhauling my newly acquired HP 334A distortion analyzer.  It arrived in
good physical condition apparently having spent most of its life up to now
under humane care.  Internally it was at loose ends with several instances
of loose hardware that I reported to the List earlier.  Also, the automatic
distortion nulling circuit was not working.  The usual thorough inspection,
cleaning and lubricating of mechanics and switch contacts produced a
deserved sigh of relief.  The blackened NE-2 neon pilot lamp got replaced. 
I was able to quickly obtain an original manual from Manuals Plus.  The
334A's circuitry, composed entirely of discrete hunks of sillycon, is a
neat affair with phase detectors and light bulb excited photoresistor
bridge arm nulling varistors.  After two capacectomys it was all well again
but a little silly from having been improperly calibrated by one of its
previous custodians.  Several hours of tweaking and careful checking and it
works better than new, I think.  I was pleased to discover my old faithful
Heathkit AG-9A audio oscillator was capable of 0.017% THD, also confirming
that my HP 330B distortion analyzer was up to snuff as it said the Heath
was good for 0.02%.

I highly recommend the HP 334A distortion analyzer to my BA brethren
because of its two nifty features.  It will demodulate an AM signal to
measure its distortion and with its automatic nulling it will maintain null
while adjustments are being made to receivers, modulators or transmitters. 
You can put off growing another arm if you have one.  They seem to be
plentiful on eShoosh going for as little as $82 to upwards of $200.  Not
bad money for what it can do for your station, methinks.

Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net

------------------------------
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